
  The Prairie Press
            A Writing Playground for Thurston Students * A Thurston Student Council Publication
Advisor/Editor-In-Chief: Ms. Deborah Morton * Principal: Ms. Natasha York * Articles By Thurston Students * Volume 21 - 2016

ALL ABOUT HARRY POTTER!
By Luke Bunnell.

Harry Potter is not real.It is a fiction book.But lots of 
people still like it. It is a siries by J.K  Rowling.There are 
seven books in the siries.The tidles are:harry Potter and 
the sorserers stone, Harry Potter and the chamber of 
secrets, harry Potter and the prisoner of azcaban,harry 
potter and the goblet fire,Harry Potter and the order of the 
fionix,Harry potter and the half blood prince,and harry 
potter and the deathly hallows. I hope you liked this 
article!

Penguins 
By Aoi Inada

All of the species live on Southern hemisphere. 
Many live in South pole on Antarctica  but some 
penguins don’t live in such cold places. Some 
penguins are found in coasts of South America , 
Africa , Australia, New Zealand and Galapagos 
Island. Penguins eat small shrimp called “krill”. Their 
diet is fish. They also eat squid. There are 17 
species of penguins like Yellow - eyed- penguin, 
Macaroni penguin and King penguin. The largest 
pengu in in the spec ies i s the Emperor 
penguin.They are nearly 4 feet tall and weigh up to 
90 pounds! And Adelie penguin is the smallest 
penguin in the Antarctica. They are 2 feet tall and 
weigh 8 or 9 pounds. Penguins swim and catch 
food. But they also have some playful pastimes. Like 
diving, surfing and tobogganing. 



Saturn
By Éloïse Cras
Have you ever wondered what’s on Saturn? If you would like to 
know about it here are a few facts I think could be interesting.
Saturn has many rings, which are made up of gases, rocks and 
ice.
Saturn is the 6th planet from the sun. And the second largest 
planet in our solar system. Saturn is one of 5 planets able to be 
seen in the nighttime sky. 
Saturn has 62 moons and 9 of them are not named 
yet.Titan, Saturn’s largest moon, is even bigger 
than Mercury and Pluto.
Saturn is made up of hydrogen and actually has no 
surface to walk on! On Saturn storm winds  race 
around the atmosphere at 800 km per hour (almost 
500 miles per hour)!
How Saturn got it’s rings: An object in space was 
destroyed near Saturn long ago. Saturn’s gravity 
pulled in the broken pieces of rock and ice.These 
pieces formed rings around the planet. Saturn has 
three main rings. There are also many smaller 
ones. Some of the rings are 3 km thick.
I hope you liked reading about Saturn. I think it is 
one of the most interesting planets in our solar 
system!

Recorders
By Vivianna Hoffman

A recorder is a family in the woodwind instruments, the family is 
called   fipple flutes.The person who created the recorder was british 
and was named Arnold Dolmetsch. Arnold was a musician, he was born 
on February 24 1858 and died on February, 28 1940.

A recorder can play up to 64 possible notes! A recorder can come 
in many different colors and sizes but the normal size is one foot. 
Thurston has been doing recorders with 4th graders for a long time. 

I hope you enjoyed reading!



Sharks
What is a Shark?
by: Felix

Sharks are really interesting creatures, like did you 
know that there are 465 species of sharks that are 
known to human? Sharks are basically on the top 
of the marine food chain and keep the fish that 
populate a lot in check. did you know that sharks 
where made up of cartilage which is what your ear 
is made up of.

Sharks have several gills on the their side which help them breathe. sharks even predate the 
dinosaurs!
Habitat & range and behaviors:
Sharks live in a lot of different habitats from. They can also live in different temperatures. some live in 
very shallow waters and some live in very deep waters. Sharks usually hunt for prey during the 
evening or at night. a lot of sharks even have to migrate great distances to find food and mates. For a 
way to get food sharks will surprise their prey and before they know it they’re shark chow. sharks eat 
most fish and other marine animals but all sharks enjoy sea loins and seals. Schools of fish is what we 
call a feast fit for a king for sharks they go on a frenzy.

Arctic foxes  
By Hannah Lee
Do you want to learn about Arctic foxes?

Arctic foxes are only found in Tundra.
Arctic foxes eat sea birds, fish, and other marine life.The arctic fox is one 
type of a fox.The arctic fox is endangered!They are in endangered 
because the arctic fox is primarily a carnivore that lives on land,away from 
the cost.They are dependent on the presence of smaller animals to 
survive.
Smaller rodent populations waver between times of abundance and 
scarcity, which leaves the Arctic fox endangered when these creatures 
are low in numbers.

Foxes
By Evelyn Ostergren

There are 37 kinds of foxes. They come in different colors 
like red,white and sometimes black.Some foxes live where 
it is cold.Like the arctic fox.Some foxes live where it has 
lots of grass.Foxes eat meat and sometimes they eat 
fruit,veggies and fish.that depends where the fox lives If the 
fox lives where it has lots of animals running around then 
they can eat meat.but if they live where there isn’t much 
meat or animals running about they need to  eat something 
so they eat meat.



Hi guys! Today I am going to tell you about our new teacher for 
PLTW... MRS.MANTHEY!!! 

Her full name is Mary Sheaffer - Manthey. She was named “ 
Mary” because both of her grandmothers were named “ Mary”.

Mrs. Manthey has two children named Sonora ( in 5th grade) 
and Lochlan ( in 1st grade). Sonora was named after her great - 
great - aunt in Wales. Lochlan was named after Mrs. Manthey’s 
father Lawrence. Lochlan is the Scotish version of Lawrence.

An Interview with Mrs.Manthey
By: Catherine Li 

Mrs. Manthey really likes PLTW because it involves a lot of science. When she was in collage, 
Mrs. Manthey studied elementary education and focused on science. She focused on science 
because she loves and enjoys science. Her favorite teacher ever is Mr. Jijanti because he was like a 
mad scientest and loved to do crazy and amazing science experiments. 

Mrs. Manthey’s favorite store is Trader Joe’s because they have great food. Also as a hobby, 
she likes to garden and grow her own food because she likes food without chemicals. 

Her hometown is Lansing, Michigan and her favorite book is Pride Prejudice because it is the   
ultimate love story.

 Thanks for reading this article and I hope that you learned something from it!

All about Ms. Erspomer
By: Karim
1. What is your full name and why? “My first name is the same as my aunt and my middle 

name is the same as my grandmother
2. Why is Louis Armstrong your favorite trumpet player? “Because he plays jazz and it sounded 

like he plays from his heart”
3. What is your favorite shop and why? “Jimmy Johns because I really like there sandwiches”
4. Why do you go to Michigan State University? “Because the music education program is very 

good”
5. Where do you plan on teaching when you become a music teacher? “I don’t know yet all of 

them are great”
6. What is your favorite color and why? “Green because it is happy”
1. What is something you like to do during your spare time? “I really like going for walks outside 

because it gives me exercise and I like the fresh air”
2. What was your favorite school a kid and why? “ Helen Keller middle school because I started 

learning the trumpet there”
3. What is your holiday and why? “ Thanksgiving because I get to eat allot and see my family.”
10. What was your favorite teacher and why? “ Mr. Budd because he taught me to like poetry 
before he was my teacher I did not like poetry.”   



Vegetables
By Hailey Delp 

Vegetables are good for you because its loaded with minerals.
Now I am going to give you a recipe for asparagus in the oven and then my  mom put flavor on it 
by adding cooking oil on it by spreading on the asparagus .

Now I am going to list
some vegetables:
• Asparagus
• Artichoke
• Beans 
• Beets
• Broccoil 
• Cumbers
• Celery
• Carrots
• Potatoes
• Onion

• Green Onion
• Squish
• Zuccie 
• Cabbage
• Lettuce
• Eggplant
• Calflower
• Totamo
• Pepper
• Kale
• Spinach

This all the vegetables I can think of.

Happy New Year Mallory Book Review
By: Jasmyn Harris 

You should read the book Happy New year Mallory by 
Laurie Friedman because there is a lot of good life lessons. In 
the story a girl named Mallory wants to have a big New Years 
party with her friend from camp. Once they got all settled in they 
went outside to build a snowman but then Mallory didn’t feel so 
good. If you want to know more then you have to read the book. 
But once you read the book maybe you can write a review too.

You can find the book at your local library.
I Hope You Enjoy :D



Receipes
By Anna W.

How to make beetle juice 
#1 mix some grape with some sprite and stir 
#2 then put some gummie worms 
#3 Enjoy

How to make hot dog mummies
#1get some puff pastry
#2 get some hot dogs
#3 wrape the puff pastery around the hot dogs
#4 leave a space for two ketchup eyes and put 
in oven for about 15 minutes or until golden 
brown
#5 Enjoy

Ingredients
3/4 cup sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 can (15 oz) pumpkin (not pumpkin pie mix)
1 1/4 cups evaporated milk or half and half
2 eggs, beaten
1 Pillsbury Pet-Ritz frozen deep-dish pie crust

Steps
1. Heat oven to 425°F. In large bowl, mix filling ingredients. Pour into pie crust.
2. Bake 15 minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 350°F; bake 40 to 50 minutes longer or until knife 

inserted near center comes out clean. Cool 2 hours. Serve or refrigerate until serving time. 
Store in refrigerator.

                 Enjoy!!!


